
I was talking to Chris briefly today about the recent 'Anecdote to Evidence' research into church growth 
in the C of E, commissioned by the Church Commissioners. It is quite a weighty bit of research, with a lot 
of bearing on the issues we are considering within the ministry strategy. 
 
If you click onto the link on the email (below) from Christian Research, you will be able to read it in 
detail, but I'd like to point out a couple of things which seem to be relevant. 
 
From my reading of the report it seems that behind growing churches, there are general factors, such as 
quality of leadership and context (some ground is more fertile), but there are particular categories of 
church which are growing: cathedrals (though there are doubts about the depth of discipling), greater 
churches, church plants and fresh expressions. Teams are not growing, except where the key leader is 
based at one church and makes it a priority. 
 
If this is the case, it seems to me that there are several useful lessons we can learn, which will affect the 
ministry strategy. I will pick out two for now. Firstly, greater churches with a civic role (such as Holy 
Trinity Kendal, which took part in the research as a 'greater church') are key hubs for growth. This adds 
credence to my view that we need to consider the minster church model alongside mission 
communities, however we end up defining them. 
Secondly, where we have a rural mission community, the leader/s need to think strategically about 
which church/community will be the focus, rather than spreading themselves out thinly in the interests 
of being equitable. 
 
With thanks for all you are doing 
yours in Christ 
Alan 
 
Alan Bing 
Rector of Ulverston 
________________________________ 
From: admin@christian-research.org.uk 
To: alanbing@live.co.uk 
Date: Fri, 7 Feb 2014 03:14:35 +1100 
Subject: Research Brief 
 
 Dear Alan 
 
This month’s review of research with a Christian bearing includes results from the largest research 
project conducted by the Church of England for many years, examining church growth. We also have 
results from our own poll of Christian attitudes to surveillance and privacy, a look at the psychological 
effect of religion on happiness and a survey on the impact broadband connectivity may have on religion 
rural areas. 
 
Finally we have an interesting summary where many surveys conducted over a long period of time have 
been analysed to identify how Christian attitudes to euthanasia have changed. 
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Measuring Church Growth 
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Nearly two years of research commissioned by the Church of England has culminated in findings that 
provide rich and wide-ranging insights into church growth. 
 
Read more<http://christianresearch.createsend1.com/t/r-l-ptholk-jjpkuns-d/> 
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State surveillance & personal privacy in the UK 
 
In a poll conducted via our proprietary online research panel ‘Resonate’, and in the light of leaks 
emanating from former American security contractor Edward Snowden, the majority (77%) of 1,134 UK 
practising Christians felt that mass intelligence-gathering by the state in the UK is increasing. 
 
Read more<http://christianresearch.createsend1.com/t/r-l-ptholk-jjpkuns-u/> 
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Faith Helps you Face the Workplace 
 
Employees who are religious are likely to be happier and more fulfilled than their counterparts who do 
not actively believe in God, according to a new study. 
 
Read more<http://christianresearch.createsend1.com/t/r-l-ptholk-jjpkuns-o/> 
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Euthanasia – opposition in decline 
 
Ben Clements has looked at a selection of surveys conducted over the last 30 years to see how the 
attitude of Christians to euthanasia has changed. 
 
Read more<http://christianresearch.createsend1.com/t/r-l-ptholk-jjpkuns-b/> 
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Virtual Faith in the Digital Space 
 
Cumbria is part of the rural broadband project which should see high speed broadband available to all. 
This survey, conducted by the Methodists, was designed to find what proportion of church attendees 
had access to the web; what technology, both hardware and software, they use to access it; the speed 
of their current connection; and aimed to measure whether rural broadband achieves its objectives. 
 
Read more<http://christianresearch.createsend1.com/t/r-l-ptholk-jjpkuns-n/> 
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Website of the Month 
 
This month’s website contains a vast amount of information. The link below takes you to a map of the 
world giving information developed by Gallup and Charities Aid Foundation. We have calculated the 
correlation between the giving ranking and the countries wellbeing score in the data table below the 
chart.  Interestingly the score is -0.59 for the top ten countries suggesting that greater giving really does 
improve your wellbeing. This coefficient falls to -0.41 when all 153 countries are included. Make sure 
you explore this site for the many interesting charts it contains. 
 
Visit the website<http://christianresearch.createsend1.com/t/r-l-ptholk-jjpkuns-p/> 
 
Christian Research, Trinity Business Centre, Stonehill Green, Westlea, Swindon, SN5 7DG christian-
research.org<http://christianresearch.createsend1.com/t/r-l-ptholk-jjpkuns-x/> 
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